Welcome

Sing Silent Night, Away in a Manger & The First Noel

Light Advent Wreath—all four candles, hope, peace, joy & love

Christ candle in the middle to light on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day

Narrator:
Is everyone excited about Christmas? [let children respond] Christmas is a wonderful time of year, isn’t it? We get to sing songs and eat great food. Everyone dresses up in red and green clothes. And … we get presents, don’t we! [let children respond]
Cam the Camel: [appears as children’s comments begin to wane] I’m sooooooo excited about Christmas this year!

Narrator:
Hello, Cam! What are you so excited about? Is it the presents.

Cam:
No, not the presents. I’m excited about the presents, but that’s not what makes this year so special.

Narrator:
Well then, is it the food?

Cam:
No, it’s not the food. But there is going to be a lot of good food at my house. We’re going to pinto beans and lima beans and butter beans and green beans and kidney beans and black beans and navy beans and pork and beans. I really like beans.

Narrator:
I can tell.

Cam:
But it’s not the food that make this year special.

Narrator:
Well Cam, what is it that makes this Christmas so special.

Cam:
This year, I get to be part of the nativity scene at our church. I’m playing the part of [pause] a camel! [nodding] Yep, yep, I know it’s hard to believe, but I studied hard and I got the part. Want to hear my lines?

Narrator:
Sure. Let’s hear your lines.

Cam:
OK. Here goes. [pause] Sneeoooork. [pause] That’s it. I carry in one of the wise men and when he gets down I say “sneeoooork”. Mary and the angels have most of the words.

Narrator:
It sounds lovely and I’m sure that you are a very important part.

Cam:
The most important thing for me is that I get to be there. I get to see the Baby Jesus in the manger and the shepherds coming to see him. I get to see the angels singing and the wise men bringing presents. I can’t wait.

Narrator:
You know, Cam, I think you’ve got the Christmas spirit exactly right this year. The presents and the food are fun and exciting, but the most special thing of all is the baby in the manger.

Cam:
[nodding] Thank you. [whispering to Narrator] But I’m still really excited about the beans, too.

Narrator:
That’s ok, Cam. It’s good to be excited about all of those things, too. I hope you have a very Merry Christmas.

Cam:
Merry Christmas to you, too. Merry Christmas, kids. [Cam leaves]
Narrator:
Merry Christmas to all of you. I hope that you have a great time with all of the food and the presents and the celebration. And I hope you’ll remember Cam and how excited he is to be there in the stable to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

