DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for September 23, 2007 – Matthew 9:9-13
September Bible verse: And God said, “I will be with you”, Exodus 3:12
September’s B.I.G. Theme: God Chooses Us

Let’s sing some songs.  Ms. Dori isn’t here today, so we’ll just sing without the piano.

My God is so Great

This is My Commandment

I’m going to pass out some money to each of you because today’s story is about Matthew, the tax collector.  Matthew was one of God’s disciples but before he became a disciple, or a follower of Jesus, he was a tax collector.  Being a disciple of Jesus was a full-time job so Matthew quit that job to become a disciple.  Do you know what tax collectors do?  They collect taxes, or money.  Our story today is about how Matthew left his job as a tax collector to follow Jesus.  Would you like to hear the story?  OK.  Let’s see.  First I think I’ll collect all this money.  I think I need you to pay me before I can tell you the story.  How does that sound?  Good?  No?  Is that fair?  That’s how some of the tax collectors were in Jesus’ day.  Tell you what you can keep the money for now but I need you to hide it behind your back while we listen to the story.  I think Whiskers is telling our story today.  Whiskers, are you there?

Puppet show:

Whiskers:  Hi boys and girls.  I’m so glad you’re here today to hear the story of Matthew.  As you know, he was a tax collector.  In Jesus’ day, no one really liked the tax collectors.  They were not considered nice people because they were not fair with the money they collected.  One day Jesus came to Matthew’s town and found him counting his money at the tax collector’s table.  Let’s listen to what happened.

Matthew: (Looking at all his money)  Oh, yes, it’s been a good day.  I have collected all this money.  This is a good job.

Jesus:  Matthew.

Matthew:  What?  Who is that?  Could it be.. Jesus?

Jesus:  Matthew, put down your money and come follow me.

Matthew:   Oh my, a great teacher like Jesus is here at my table, asking me to follow him.  I have this great job and I don’t want to leave it, but.. it’s Jesus!  He’s asking me to follow him!  What an honor!  That is the right thing to do.  Yes, Jesus, I want to be a follower.  I will come with you.

Whiskers:  Wow!  How quickly Matthew decided to leave his job as a tax collector and follow Jesus.  He knew the right thing to do.  God had better plans for him.  To celebrate, Matthew threw a dinner party for Jesus.  He invited his other tax collector friends.  Everyone else in the town did not think this was a good idea at all.  These were not nice people Jesus was going to have dinner with.  They were angry with Jesus and asked his other followers, “Why does Jesus eat at the table with such people?”.  Jesus heard the question and replied.

Jesus: Healthy people do not need a doctor, but sick people do.  I need to go to Matthew’s house and teach him about God’s love.

Whiskers:  And that’s exactly what Jesus did.  He went to Matthew’s house that night and started teaching him about God.  From that night on, Matthew was a follower of God and helped teach others about God’s love.

Thank you for listening to our story today.  I’ll see you next week – bye!

[end puppet show].

What did you think about that story?  Matthew didn’t hesitate when Jesus asked him to follow him.  It’s like he knew God had better plans for him.  Maybe he wasn’t really happy with all that money he was collecting, and maybe he felt bad about being unfair.  He knew immediately when Jesus asked him that he should follow Jesus. 

We’ve been talking this month about following Jesus and all the ways we can do that.  Things we can do to help others and show them God’s love.  One thing we can do is to always be fair.  Don’t you think God wants us to play fair?  We should always remember that when we’re playing with friends – to be fair and always include others.  Jesus included everyone, even the tax collectors.  No one else wanted to be their friends, but Jesus did.  He wanted to teach them about God’s love.

Do you remember the rhyme we said last week – big or small, short or tall, God Chooses Me.  Can you stand up and do that with me?

Let’s close with a prayer:  Dear God, help me to know that I am your follower, and that I always need to be kind and fair to everyone, even if they’re not being fair to me.  Help me to be a follower with a kind and forgiving heart.  Amen.

