Matthew 7 The Golden Rule

Narrator: Good morning, boys and girls. I’m so glad to see you back here again today! Is anybody starting Kindergarten tomorrow? [general bedlam]

Do you remember that last week we said that we’re going to be talking about some of our favorite verses in the Bible. Does anyone remember what we talked about last week. [Christmas] We talked about John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son.” 
This week we’re talking about another verse that lots of people know and love. It is Matthew 7:12 and we call it “The Golden Rule”. Does anyone know the Golden Rule [Treat othesr as you want them to treat you.]

That’s right. And before you came in this morning, I was talking to Whiskers about the Golden Rule. I think he may be napping now. Can you help me call him? [more bedlam]
Whiskers: Good morning everyone! I’m sorry I was late. I was off trying to do nice things for other people – like in the Golden Rule.

Narrator: That’s very good, Whiskers. What have you been doing?

Whiskers: Well, I know that the Golden Rule says “treat others as you want them to treat you”, and I like it when my mom and dad give me worms to eat, so I took worms to some of my friends, but they didn’t really seem happy. [to children] Would you all like some worms to eat?

Narrator: No, Whiskers. People don’t usually eat worms. Maybe instead of taking people worms, you could find out what they like first.

Whiskers: People don’t eat worms? That’s really weird. I guess that’s why my friends didn’t like it when I brought worms to them.

Narrator: It’s ok, Whiskers. I’m glad to tried and I’m sure that they were very happy that you offered them your favorite food – even if they didn’t eat it. What else did you do to help other people?

Whiskers: Well, I like to swim a lot in the really deep water. It’s nice and cool down there and I like the way the water looks deep down. So I tried to get my friends to come swimming down at the bottom of the lake with me. But they didn’t seem to like that very much, either. They kept swimming on the top.

Narrator: Whiskers, people need to breathe air. Your friends probably can’t swim as deep as you can.
Whiskers: Really? I didn’t think about that.

Narrator: Maybe instead of doing something that you like, you should have asked them what they like to do. It sounds like instead of treating others as you want them to treat you, you were just doing things that you liked and trying to get them to play with you.
Whiskers: Maybe. The Golden Rule is pretty hard.

Narrator: Sometimes the Golden Rule might seem hard. But what Jesus meant by “treat others as you want them to treat you” wasn’t really about playing your favorite games. It was about being nice to people and listening to them and helping them when they need help. He was telling us to try to be like he was. Jesus loved to help other people and he did it a lot while he was on Earth. He liked to make other people happy. That’s what the Golden Rule is all about.

Whiskers: I think I get it now. Maybe I’ll go ask my friends what they want to do today and I’ll play their games for a while. I think that would make them happy.

Narrator: I think you’re right, Whiskers. And I bet you’ll have a great time, too.

Whiskers: I bet I will, too. Goodbye everyone! 
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