DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for February 10, 2008
February Bible verse: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might” Deuteronomy 6:5
February’s B.I.G. Theme: The Bible teaches us how to live

Today’s Bible Story – Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31

Today we are talking about one of my favorite Bible verses.  We call it the Golden Rule.  I bet some of you know what it is.  Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.  Isn’t that a great rule?  If we all lived by that rule, everyone all over the world, think about what a wonderful, peaceful world this would be.  Well, we can’t control what others do and we may not have any influence on people around the world but we can use the Golden Rule in our lives to show those around us God’s love.  Do you remember our Bible verse for February?  It’s about loving God in your heart.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your might.  Remember the rhythm we did to remember it?  Let’s do that.  Love the Lord (clap, clap), with all your heart (clap, clap), with all your soul (clap, clap) and all your might (clap, clap).  And if we love the Lord with all our heart, soul and mind, then it’s not hard to remember the Golden Rule, right?

Let’s listen to our puppet show today and see how well Ribit remembers the Golden Rule.

OK, so Whiskers helped Ribit remember about the Golden Rule before he went and did something he might be sorry about.  Sometimes we might get really mad about something and we need to remember the Golden Rule.  Have any of you ever felt like Ribit?  Have you ever felt left out?  What do you feel like doing when a friend doesn’t share with you?  Do you feel like being mean to them or maybe not sharing something of yours with them?  What if you’re playing at Brook Run and someone you don’t know cuts in front of you in line.  Do you want to push yourself in front of them?  What does the GR teach us to do in that situation?  We should share our things with friends and be nice to everyone we meet no matter how they treat us.  It’s not always easy to do but we know it’s the right thing to do.  And when you have God’s love in your heart, you want to do the right thing.  So, God has two very important rules he wants us to remember and Jesus was helping everyone to know these.  One is to Love the Lord your God… and the other is to treat others the way you want to be treated.  And does God want us to use the Golden Rule only on our friends?  No.  God wants us to especially use this rule with people who aren’t our friends.  Our friends will probably always be nice to us and it’s not hard to remember the Golden Rule with them.  But it’s harder to remember with people we’re not friends with and who maybe aren’t so nice to us, right?  But God wants us always to remember that no matter how others may treat us, we should always treat others with kindness because that’s how we want to be treated.  Let’s pray.  Dear God, thank you for loving us and showing us your kindness.  Thank you for our friends, our family and our teachers.  Help us remember to always treat others with kindness, and to know that when we treat others w/kindness, we are showing them God’s love.  Amen.
Puppet show:

Whiskers:  Hey, Ribit.  What’s up?  You don’t look very happy.

Ribit:  No, I’m not, Whiskers.  One of the other frogs was kind of mean to me today.  I was just sitting here thinking about it.  It really made me mad.  But I think I know what I can do to get him back.

Whiskers:  Get him back?  That doesn’t sound like a nice plan.  Are you sure you want to do that?  What did this frog do that was so mean, anyway?

Ribit:  Well, we were picking teams for a game of dodge ball and he didn’t pick me.  Do you know what that’s like to not get picked for the dodge ball team, Whiskers?

Whiskers:  Um no Ribit, I don’t.  Fish can’t play dodge ball.  But I know it’s no fun to be left out.

Ribit:  That’s right.  It’s no fun.  My friend left me out by not picking me for his team.  It hurt my feelings.  So I think I’m going to get him back by not inviting him to my birthday party.

Whiskers:  Uh, wait a minute, Whiskers.  What will that accomplish?  Aren’t you forgetting about the Golden Rule??

Ribit:  Yes, I am.  He didn’t pick me for his team so I’m not inviting him to my birthday party.

Whiskers:  You might want to re-think that, Ribit.  You know, two wrongs don’t make a right.  The Golden Rule is what Jesus teaches us and how God wants us to treat others.  Don’t you want all your friends at your party?

Ribit: Well, yes.

Whiskers:  Just because he didn’t pick you this time doesn’t mean he’s not your friend.  And if you invite him to your party, then maybe next time he’ll pick you for the team.  You see, Ribit, the Golden Rule can be very contagious.  If you start being nice to someone, especially someone you think has not been very nice to you, then all of a sudden they’ll start being nice back.  You should try it.

Ribit:  Well, I guess I can do that.  It would make me feel bad not to invite him, and my Mom probably wouldn’t be too happy with me either.  I know it’s not right to treat others unkindly, not matter how you think they’ve treated you.  Well, I’m gonna go get started on my invitations.  See ‘ya round Whiskers.

Whiskers.  See ya, Ribit.  And don’t forget the Golden Rule.

Ribit (says, after he disappears) OK, I won’t.

Whiskers:  Boys and girls, I hope you all know the Golden Rule and practice it every day at home, at school, at church, or wherever you are.  God wants us to always treat others with kindness because that’s how we want to be treated.  Have a great week!

