DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for December 9, 2007

December Bible verse: “He will be called Immanuel,” which means “God is with us.”  Matthew 1:23
December’s B.I.G. Theme: A Baby is Coming

Today’s Bible Story – Matthew 1:18-24

Good morning!  Let’s start with a Christmas song this morning…

Who remembers the name of the prophet from last week’s story who told the people that Jesus was coming?  It was Isaiah.  God told him to tell everyone that Jesus was coming, and that he would be born to the young woman Mary, and they were to name him, what?  Immanuel.  Do you remember what that means?  God is with us.  Well, when Mary became pregnant with this special baby she was already engaged to be married to the carpenter Joseph.  Do you know what a carpenter is?  It’s someone who builds things out of wood.  Jesus’ father, Joseph, was a carpenter.  But Joseph was confused about this news of the baby Jesus.  He didn’t know if he could be the father of baby Jesus.  So this was a big problem for him because he loved Mary and wanted to wanted marry her.  Let’s watch our puppet show and see how he worked out this problem..

[puppet show]

So, in our story we saw that when Joseph was worried, God sent an angel to tell him not to worry and to assure him that God would be with him and he would be a wonderful father to this special boy, Jesus, that would be the savior of the people.  The angels are God’s messengers.  They remind us that God is with us and that we are never alone.  At the Christmas season when we celebrate the coming of Christ we are reminded of this and it gives us peace.  We feel peace in our hearts knowing that God is with us.  The advent candle we light today is for peace.  That’s one of the reasons God sent his son, to teach everyone about peace.  Last week’s candle on the advent wreath was the symbol of hope and this week’s candle is for peace.  Knowing that God is with us, watching over us brings us peace and hope.  Let us pray.  Dear God, as we wait to celebrate Jesus’ birth, we know that you are with us, even though we can’t see you.  Thank you for loving us so much and help us show that love to others.  Amen.

Puppet show:

Whiskers

Joseph

Voice of Angel

Whiskers: Hello boys and girls.  Today I’m going to tell you about the night Joseph heard from the angel about being the father of Jesus.  He was working in his carpenter shop one day feeling very sad about the news that Mary, whom he was planning to marry, was having a baby.

(make banging noises like hammering just before Joseph appears)

Joseph:  Oh I am so tired from a hard day’s work.  I must get ready for bed now.  But I have this problem I am so worried about.  Mary is going to have a baby, the son of God.  I can’t believe it!  What am I going to do about Mary and this baby?  I don’t know if I can be the father to this most special baby.  Oh, what am I to do.  It makes me very sad but I will tell Mary that I can’t marry her, even thought I love her so much.

Whiskers:  After thinking about this problem and how sad and confused he felt, Joseph finally fell asleep.  He must have been feeling very sad and alone, but he wasn’t alone at all!  God was with him and Joseph began to dream.  God sent an angel to talk to Joseph in his dreams and this is what the angel said.

Voice of Angel: Joseph, don’t be afraid to take Mary to be your wife.  The baby she is going to have is from God, and you are to name him Jesus.  This baby is the one the prophet was talking about long ago when he said: “A young woman shall have a son and he will be called Immanuel, which means God is with us.

Whiskers: Well, after the angel spoke to Joseph in his dream, Joseph woke up the next morning and didn’t feel sad.  He was happy now.  He knew that God was with him and that he was meant to be the father of baby Jesus.  God helped him to make the right decision, to stay with Mary and raise the son of God.  Joseph listened to God’s message and obeyed what God wanted him to do.

