DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for March 16, 2008
March Bible verse: “It is True.  The Lord has risen.” Luke 24:34
March’s B.I.G. Theme: The Tomb is Empty

Today’s Bible Story – Easter

I know everyone is excited this morning.  I’m going to call on someone who is quiet and has their hand raised and I want that person to share with me the most fun thing about Easter Sunday (Easter basket, Easter eggs, grandparents visit).  Ok, so we all have fun with these Easter time traditions, don’t we?  Now, who can tell me the most important thing about Easter?  Even though we do all those fun things at Easter time, that’s not what the Easter celebration is all about.  It’s about Jesus being alive and living in our hearts forever, isn’t it?  Do you think Ribit knows about the Easter story?  Let’s check in with Ribit and Whiskers.

So the important message about Easter is that Jesus and his followers were not defeated.  Everyone thought they were, but then how excited they were when they realized Jesus was able to rise from the dead and live in our hearts forever.  What I like about the Easter story is that it reminds us that our faith and our belief in God and our Lord, Jesus Christ, can’t be defeated.  No matter what other people say or do, they can’t take Jesus away from us.  The people who didn’t believe in Jesus and wanted to take him away form us and put him to death couldn’t do it.  And know one can take him away from you today.  You know how we sing in the song “don’t let anyone blow it out”.  When we talk about letting our light shine we want to make sure know one blows it out, that no one or no event takes away our belief in Jesus.  And as long as we know Jesus lives in our heart and is with us everyday, guiding us on the right path, no one can ever take that away from us.  With Jesus in our hearts we can face any problem, no matter how big or small.  Let’s pray.  Dear God, thank you for loving us and for allowing Jesus to live forever in our hearts.  Help us to feel the joy of Easter today and always.  Amen.

Puppet Show

Ribit: (singing loudly) “In my Easter bonnet with all the frills upon it I’ll be the finest froggie in the Easter parade, Oh.. 

Whiskers: (trying to get Ribit’s attention)  Ribit.  Ribit!  What are you doing?

Ribit:  Oh, hi Whiskers!  I’m just so excited about Easter.  And you know how I love to sing.

Whiskers.  Yes, Ribit, I know you like to sing.  But I didn’t know you were into Easter bonnets?

Ribit:  Oh well, I’m not really.  I just got caught up in the moment.  I got this from my sister’s dress-up box.  It’s just all so exciting.  You should see all the chocolate eggs I got!  Of course I have a little bit of a tummy ache now.  Probably ate too many at once.

Whiskers:  Yes, Ribit, those are yummy.  And it’s hard to eat just a few.  But don’t forget the most important part of Easter.

Ribit:  Oh, yeah, it’s about Jesus being alive.  We started talking about the Easter story last week, but we didn’t finish.  We talked about Jesus arriving and everyone waving palms, and how he did a lot of preaching and teaching that week.  What else happened when Jesus was in Jerusalem for Passover?

Whiskers:  Well, Jesus was having a hard time that week.  While many were excited to see him and eager to hear what he had to say, the people who didn’t like him and were jealous of him got really angry with him.  They wanted to get rid of him.  That’s the week they ended up putting him on the cross to die.

Ribit:  That must have been so sad for all his friends.

Whiskers:  It was, Ribit.  Very sad.  But that’s not where the story ends.  The best part of the story is that just when his friends and all his followers were feeling the worst, when they thought they had been defeated, that’s when the most exciting thing happened.  Just three days after his death, two of his friends, two women, went to the tomb where his body had been laid and instead of finding his body, they found an angel that told them Jesus was alive!!  And it wasn’t hard to believe because they could see that the tomb was empty.  It was the most glorious day.  They knew they had not been defeated.

Ribit:  Wow, can you imagine how their feelings completely changed after seeing the angels and the empty tomb?  What an exciting moment for them!  Maybe I need to make some changes too.  Instead of focusing so much on all the Easter eggs and candy, I need to think more about the real meaning of Easter and the happy news it brings to us all.

Whiskers:  That’s a great idea Ribit.  We should always remember the good news that Jesus is alive, but especially on Easter Sunday we celebrate this great news.
Ribit: Speaking of Easter Sunday, I think I hear my Mom calling for Easter dinner.  Better go!  Thanks for sharing the Easter story with me, Whiskers (exits humming the Easter parade song).

Whiskers:  Boys and girls I hope you all have a glorious Easter Sunday and that you remember the most important reason we celebrate today.  Jesus was not defeated by his enemies but rose from the dead.  We celebrate that Jesus is alive and living in our hearts, always.  Have a great week, and don’t eat too many chocolate Easter eggs at once!

