DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for December 23, 2007

December Bible verse: “He will be called Immanuel,” which means “God is with us.”  Matthew 1:23
December’s B.I.G. Theme: A Baby is Coming

Today’s Bible Story – Luke 2:8-20

Good morning!  Only two days until Christmas.  How exciting!  We’ve been talking for several weeks now about the story of Christmas, haven’t we?  Last we talked about how Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem and while they were there baby Jesus was born in a stable.  Remember that?  God had him born in a stable.  Even though he was a very special baby who was going to grow up to do great things, God wanted him to have an ordinary birth.  And do you know who God chose to tell first about the birth of Jesus?  He wanted everyone to know that the Savior had been born, but who knew about it first?  The shepherds.  And who told them about baby Jesus?  The angels.  There are lots of angels in the story of Jesus’ birth, aren’t’ there?  The angels went and told the shepherds about baby Jesus.  Do you know what shepherds did in bible times?  They took care of the sheep.  Can you make the sound of a sheep?  I want you to help me with our puppet show today.  Can you be my helpers?  Will you “baa” like a sheep when you hear the word sheep in the play?  OK, be listening carefully.  Let’s watch our puppet show and see what the angels said to the shepherds.

Can you imagine what the shepherds thought when the angel appeared to them?  They were the very first ones God chose to tell about baby Jesus.  Just like God wanted Jesus to be born in an ordinary way, he wanted to let ordinary people be the first to know about Jesus’ birth.  He didn’t choose to tell the king or a prophet or some other important leader.  He told the shepherds first and they were to spread the good news of Jesus’ birth.  And we can spread the good news too, can’t we?  By showing God’s love to others – being kind, sharing, being thankful for things we receive – we can let others feel God’s love and let them know that God is with us.  Let’s pray.  Dear God – Thank you for sharing baby Jesus with us and letting us know that you are with us.  Help us show that love to others during the Christmas season and all throughout the year.  Amen.

Puppet Show

Whiskers (Sherrie - narrating)

Shepards (Amanda - no talking)

Angel (Amanda - voice, no puppet)

Whiskers: Outside of Bethlehem, shepherds were watching over their sheep (kids BAA – put some stuffed animal sheep up on the ledge).  Everyday the shepherds took care of the sheep and protected them from the wild animals.  Every night the shepherds stayed with the sheep to keep them safe.  One night, just as the wooly sheep had settled down to sleep, a soft light filled the sky.  An angel appeared out of the light!  The shepherds were afraid.  They were worried about their sheep.

The angel said

Angel: “Don’t be afraid!  I bring you great news.  I have come to tell you something wonderful.  Tonight in Bethlehem a baby was born and this tiny baby is Jesus, God’s son.  Get up and go to Bethlehem right now.  The baby and his parents are resting in the stable.  You will know him because he is sleeping in a manger.

Whiskers: Suddenly many angels appeared to the shepherds.  They began singing, “Glory to God and peace to all on earth.”

The light went away and the shepherds could not see the angels anymore.  They all said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and find the baby.”  When they found Jesus in the manger, they were amazed.  The shepherds praised God for the wonderful gift of baby Jesus.  When they left baby Jesus they went to tell everyone else about him.  All who heard their story were amazed.  When the shepherds went back to their sheep they praised God for baby Jesus.

