DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for December 16, 2007

December Bible verse: “He will be called Immanuel,” which means “God is with us.”  Matthew 1:23
December’s B.I.G. Theme: A Baby is Coming

Today’s Bible Story – Luke 2:1-7

Good morning!  We’ve been talking these past few weeks about the coming of baby Jesus and how the people found out about it.  Several months before Jesus was born God sent messengers to tell the people he was coming.  Who are God’s special messengers?  The angels.  Last week we talked about the angel that talked to Joseph in his dream and told him not to worry about being the father of this special baby, baby Jesus.  In today’s story, we’re getting closer to the time Jesus is actually born.  Isn’t that exciting?  Just like we’re all getting excited about Christmas morning, Mary and Joseph were excited about their baby being born.  Do you know how far Mary and Joseph had to travel to get to Bethlehem?  They weren’t going there to have the baby.  Did you know that?  They were going there because this was the time of year everyone had to return their hometown for a little visit and Bethlehem was their hometown.  They didn’t know the baby would be born while they were there!  What would that be like if your baby brother or sister was born while you were away form hoe, like on vacation.  That would be different.  Well, they had to travel 75 miles by donkey to get from their town to Bethlehem.  Do you know how long that would take?  It took them several days.  And of course we all know what happened when they got there.  Let’s listen to our puppet show and hear about the story of baby Jesus being born.

[Puppet show]

Thanks, Whiskers, for sharing that special part of the Christmas story with us.  So Jesus being born in the stable was part of God’s plan for his son.  He wanted to send the message that Jesus was just like all of us, and was born into this world just like all of us.  And back then most everyone was just born in their own home because there weren’t any hospitals.  And the stable was Jesus’ home that night.  God didn’t want him to be born like some famous king who lives in a castle.  He was sent here to love all of us, even those who are poor and don’t have much.  So God chose for Jesus to have this very simple beginning.  And every year since then we have celebrated this special birth.

Now, I know all of you are excited about your Christmas presents and it may be hard to remember this story on Christmas morning.  But try to remember that even though presents are fun, the reason we give gifts at Christmas is to celebrate that Jesus was born to show us that God is with us and God loves us, and we can share that love with others  Let’s pray:  Dear God, thank you for sending baby Jesus to remind us that you are with us and that you love us.  Help us to show that love to others.  Amen.

Puppet show

Whiskers

Ribit

Ribit:  Hey Whiskers.  What’s up?

Whiskers:  Not much, Ribit.  I’ve just finished decorating my pond for Christmas and I’ve been wrapping some presents for my family.

Ribit:  That’s the most exciting part of Christmas, isn’t Whiskers?  The presents?

Whiskers:  Well, yes, Ribit, presents are exciting.  But that’s not the real meaning of Christmas, you know.

Ribit:  Yeah, I know, it’s like a birthday party for Jesus.

Whiskers:  Yes, Ribit, Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  But do you know the story?

Ribit:  Sure.  He had a Mom and Dad, Mary and John...

Whiskers:  Joseph.  It was Mary and Joseph

Ribit:  Ok, Mary and Joseph.  They rode on a donkey to Bethlehem and then baby Jesus was born.  That’s it, right?

Whiskers:  Not quite, Ribit.  There was something very special about where he was born.

Ribit:  Uh, special?  I thought he was born in an ordinary stable.  What’s special about that?  He was just born there because there wasn’t any room in the inn, right?

Whiskers:  Well, yes, Ribit.  They were there because there was no room in the inn.  But God was happy for his baby Jesus to be born in a stable.  He actually wanted it that way
Ribit:  He wanted him to be born with all the animals?  What kind of father wants their baby to be born with the animals?  If he was so special why didn’t God have him born in some really fancy place, like a palace?  Wasn’t he supposed to be like a king?

Whiskers:  Well, yes, Ribit, we do refer to Jesus as our king, but not the kind of king you normally think of.  Back then a lot of the kings weren’t very nice people.  They were greedy and they didn’t listen to God.  Jesus was born to be a very different kind of king so God chose for him to have a very different kind of birth.  And the stable was a fine place to be born.  He had a roof over his head and clothes to keep him warm and he was just fine there in the manger.

Ribit?  The manger?!?  Isn’t that what the animals eat out of?  They put him in the feed box??

Whiskers:  Well, yes, Ribit, they did.  But it was all they had and they made a nice clean, warm place for the baby Jesus and that’s where he was born.  God wanted it that way.  You see boys and girls, God wanted everyone to know that this baby, his son, was there to love and teach everyone, no matter how rich or poor and no matter where or how you’re born.  God could have chosen to have his son born as a King in glory and might.  But he did not.  He chose for Jesus to be born in a simple place, like most everyone else.  He wanted everyone to know that Jesus was one of us and that he was here for everyone.  And that’s one of the most special parts of the Christmas story.

Ribit:  Wow, I didn’t know all that.  Thanks for sharing that story with me Whiskers.  I understand a little more now about the Christmas story and what it’s all about.  Well, I’m off to do some Christmas Croaking with my other frog friends.  See ya Whiskers.  Merry Christmas!

Whiskers:  Good-bye, Ribit.  Merry Christmas to you.  And Merry Christmas to you, boys and girls.

