DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for May 4, 2008
May Bible verse: See, everything has become new.
May’s B.I.G. Theme: It’s time for a change

Today’s Bible Story – Zaccheus

This month, in May, we are talking about change.  Our Bible verse is “See, everything has become new.”.  That reminds me of what happens in May and all during the spring and summer.  Outside, new leaves are on the trees, the grass is green and again and new flowers are blooming all the time.  Well we’re going to be talking this month about a different kind of change – a change in your heart.  Do you like change?  Sometimes change is good, right?  Do you like it when Mom changes up the menu sometimes and makes you a special dinner?  What about changing friends?  We usually don’t like to do that, do we.  That can be sad if we have to say good-bye to a friend who is moving away or make new friends at school.  But making new friends can be good, too.  What if a friend or someone you know at school, maybe they’re not your friend because they’re not always nice to you, makes a change and starts acting nice to you?  Wouldn’t that be a good change?  That’s the kind f change we’re going to talk about today.  And the man that makes that change is Zaccheus.  I want to teach you a song about Zaccheus, that I learned when I was little, probably in VBS, and I still remember it.  It goes like this (sing and do motions to Zaccheus song).  Now let’s watch our puppet show and see how Zaccheus changes.

So, Zaccheus had a change of heart when he met Jesus.  He knew something was not right.  Deep down, he didn’t feel right about taking all that money from the people and he was probably tired of not having any friends.  What good is all that money if you’re not happy, right?  And all it took was for him to see that Jesus cared about him for him to change.  Sometimes that’s all it takes.  Can you think of ways you can help others see Jesus’ love and maybe help them make a change in their heart?  Maybe you can talk to that new kid who just moved in the neighborhood?  Maybe you can go talk to someone that no one else is talking to.  Sometimes just a smile or a hug or a simple “thank you” can brighten someone’s day and help them see God’s love.  Whether it’s your Mom or Dad, sister or brother, grandma or grandpa, a neighbor, friend or teacher.  You can always brighten someone’s day by showing them you care.  Zaccheus saw God’ love that day when he met Jesus.  Everyone thought surely Jesus would pass him by but he didn’t.  Jesus loved everyone, especially those who didn’t always do the right thing because they are the ones who need God’s love the most.  Let’s pray:  Dear God, thank you for loving us even when we don’t do right.  Help us to know when we need to make changes in our lives and when we can help others have a change of heart.  Amen.

Puppet show:

First man, second man, Zaccheus, Jesus.

Zaccheus:  What’s all the commotion about?  What’s that – Jesus of Nazareth is coming?  Well, that might be interesting to see.  I’ve heard of this Jesus man.  Maybe I’ll just go stand over here and see what I can see.

First man and second man:  Boo’ing behind stage before they appear, center stage, then they start a dialogue about Zaccheus.  Or they can just be voices, a little muffled as if coming from far away.

Zaccheus:  I don’t know why no one likes me.  I’m just trying to do my job!  Maybe they’re just jealous because I’m so rich.  Hmm.

First man:  Boo, it’s Zaccheus the tax collector.  He took my money!  Hmph!  What’s he here for?

Second man:  Yeah, what’s he doing here?  He is not even a righteous man.

Zaccheus:  Well, I’m going to get away from all this booing and yelling.  I’m just going to go climb that tree over there and look for this Jesus man.

First man: Cheater!  You take more money than you need.  Why don’t you go back home!

Second man:  Yeah, just go back home, Zaccheus.  Nobody here wants to see you.

Jesus:  You are wrong.  I want to see Zaccheus.  Zaccheus, come down from that tree.  I want to talk with you.  I would like to stay at your house today.

First man: What?! Jesus is going to stay at HIS house?!? Ah,  no fair!

First man and second man whisper back and forth to each other as Jesus and Zaccheus talk.

Zaccheus:  Jesus, how wonderful to see you and talk with you.  It is I you want to stay with tonight?  I am so honored!  Oh, Lord, I have not been an honest man.  I will repay all the money I took unfairly.

First man:  Yeah, that’s more like it.

Second man: Yeah, give us our money back!

Zaccheus:  I will, I will.  And not just what I took but I will give you back four times what I took!

First man:  Awesome!  Let’s go tell everyone we’re getting our money back! (first man and second man disappear).

Jesus:  Zaccheus, you are doing the right thing.  I’m glad I got to meet you today.

Zaccheus:  No, Jesus.  I am the one that’s glad.  For my life has been changed.  I have met the lord Jesus, and it has changed my heart for the good.  I want to be a good and honest man and live right in the eyes of God.  Thank you, Jesus for changing my heart!  Maybe now I can make some friends.

Jesus:  Yes, Zaccheus.  I’m sure you will make many friends.  An honest man is a good friend to have, and today, you have changed into an honest and righteous man who will give back all the money he took unfairly.  You are on the right path now.  Praise God!

