Narrator: Good morning, boys and girls. It’s great to see you all here again this week. Are you all enjoying your summer so far? [lots of responses] For the next couple of weeks, we’re going to be talking about some of our favorite parts of the Bible. The part we’re talking about this week is one that everyone knows. Do you know what story we’re talking about this week? [answers from the peanut gallery] That’s right! We’re talking about the Christmas story! Does anyone remember today’s verse? [answers?] It’s John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that he sent his son.” That’s one of my favorite verses in the whole Bible.

Cam: [appearing] I know that verse! We read that one at Christmas every year.
Narrator: Hello, Cam! You’re right. We usually read John 3:16 every Christmas. “For God so loved the world that he sent his son.” It’s what the whole Christmas story is about.
Cam: I suppose. But it’s hard to think about Christmas when it’s so hot outside. In the desert where I live, it’s so hot that I went outside with a glass of water and it all turned to steam before I could drink it! It’s so hot that I left my bicycle outside yesterday and the tires melted off! It’s so hot, my eyebrows burned off! It’s really, really hot!
Narrator: I understand that it’s hard to think about Christmas in August, but the story is such a great story that it’s good to remember it all year long. God loved us so much that he sent his son to us. He gave us the most special thing he had. That can be hard to understand, so let’s think of it a different way. What’s your favorite toy, Cam?
Cam: Oh, that’s easy! My favorite toy is my electric water gun, video game, and truck toy. It has wheels like a truck and a big water gun on the top and you can play video games on a screen in the back. When my friends come over, I can chase them around with the truck and squirt water on them and when they leave, I can play with the video games. It’s the best toy I ever had!

Narrator: That sounds pretty special, Cam. Now, can you imagine just giving that toy away to help someone else?
Cam: I don’t know. What would I get back for giving it away?

Narrator: Nothing at all. You would just give it away.

Cam: That would be pretty hard. It’s my favorite toy and I’d really miss it.

Narrator: Well, Cam, that’s what God did. He gave away his favorite thing in the world, his son Jesus. He loved all of us so much that he didn’t even ask for anything back.

Cam: Wow. He must love us a whole lot.

Narrator: He does, Cam. He really does!

Cam: I guess it is good to remember the Christmas story, even in August. But, can I still keep my water gun truck video game?

Narrator: Yes, Cam. I don’t think God would mind if you kept your favorite toy.

Cam: That’s good, because the water gun in really fun when it’s so hot outside. I think I’ll go play with it now. Bye everyone!
Narrator: Bye, Cam.
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