DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for December 2, 2007

December Bible verse: “He will be called Immanuel,” which means “God is with us.”  Matthew 1:23
December’s B.I.G. Theme: A Baby is Coming

Today’s Bible Story – Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; Isaiah 11:1-9

Good morning!  Let’s start with a song this morning.  Who wants to sing a Christmas song?  How about Away in a Manger?

Has anyone ever heard the word Immanuel?  Do you know what it means?  It’s a pretty word, isn’t it?  Immanuel is another name for Jesus and it means “God is with us”.  Can you say that with me?  In today’s bible story, the Prophet Isaiah tells the Israelites that Immanuel is coming.  Let’s listen to our puppet show and hear the story about the prophet Isaiah.

Thanks Whiskers and Ribit for that story.  So, in our bible story, the prophet Isaiah tells about the coming of baby Jesus.  This happens several months before Jesus is actually born.  God sends Isaiah to bring them this great news so that they have hope because it was a very scary time for the Israelites and they needed hope.  When we light our advent candle today, it is the light of Hope.  Do any of you have an Advent wreath at home?  This is one way we prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  We light a candle each week and each one has a different meaning.  This week’s candle is the candle of Hope.  Can you remember that?  Jesus’ birth was like a light in the darkness and gave everyone hope.   Let’s pray.  Thank you God for Jesus who is like a light shining in the darkness.  No matter where we are or what is happening, whether we’re happy or sad, we know that God is with us.  Amen.

Puppet Show

Whiskers

Ribit

(turn off lights before puppet show begins)

Whiskers:  Hey, Ribit, can you see anything?

Ribit:  No, not really whiskers.  It’s pretty dark.  I guess the lights aren’t working.

Whiskers: You got a flashlight?

Ribit:  Uh, yeah, I think I’ve got one around here somewhere.  Let me see (disappears momentarily behind the stage and turns on a flashlight).  That better?

Whiskers:  Yeah, that’s much better.  Thanks.

Ribit:.  You know Whiskers it’s December now and that flashlight being turned on reminds me of a Christmas story.

Whiskers:  A Christmas story?  The flashlight reminds you of a Christmas story?

Ribit:  Yeah, a Christmas story.  You know the one about Isaiah the Prophet telling about the coming of Immanuel.

Whiskers:  Uh, Ribit, what’s a prophet?  And what does that have to do with Christmas?

Ribit:  A prophet is someone who lived during Bible times.  They were really smart men who told people about things that were going to happen in the future.  They were kind of like God’s messengers.

Whiskers: And what does the message about Immanuel have to do with Christmas?

Ribit: Well, the name Emmanuel is another name for Jesus, and of course Jesus’ birth is what we celebrate at Christmas.  Immanuel means “God is with us”.  Do you think the boys and girls can say that again with us?  God is with us.  Just before Jesus was born, the people of Israel were very afraid.  It was a scary time for them.  They thought they were going to be attacked by people in other countries – countries that were much bigger than their small country.  But God sent the prophet Isaiah to tell them they had nothing to fear.  Isaiah told them that a baby would be born and that his name would be Immanuel.  He told them that Immanuel would protect them and that their enemies would be defeated.  He would be like their light in the darkness, which is why the flashlight reminded me of today’s bible story.  After hearing Isaiah’s message from God, the Israelites had hope.  A light in the darkness was coming and would shine upon everyone.  There is a poem about it that goes like this:

God sent a prophet, a faithful man

To tell God’s word throughout the land.

A gentle young girl will have a son.

He will be God’s chosen one.

Into the darkness he’ll bring great light,

He’ll lead the people to do what’s right.

Prince of Peace is what he’ll be called.

He’ll bring his peace to one and all.

Lions and bears will no longer fight.

Leopards and goats sleep together at night.

A little child will lead the way

So listen to the prophet say

Jesus is that promised one,

We know Jesus is God’s son.

He is called Immanuel,

This is news we all can tell.

