DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for November 11, 2007 – Exodus 20: 1-17
November Bible verse: I will take you as my people, and I will be your God.  Exodus 6:7
November’s B.I.G. Theme: Moses Leads the Great Escape

Good morning!  I’ve missed you these past two weeks.  We’re going to talk a little more today about the man we talked about last week.  Who remembers his name?  It was Moses.  Last week’s story was about how he led the Israelites out of Egypt to escape the Pharaoh’s army.  God parted the Red Sea for them to cross to safety.  Then they wandered for three months and Moses was leading them the whole way, with God’s help.  Do you remember what God used to guide them – the cloud and the fire?  After three months in the wilderness they stopped at Mt. Sinai.  Have you ever heard of that place?  It is a very special place in the bible  That’s where God gave Moses a very important set of rules.  We all know about rules, right?  Let’s listen to our puppet show and see what those important rules were.

[Puppet show]
Wow, so, that’s what happened up on top of that mountain.  That must have been a pretty awesome sight.  God gave Moses the ten rules we know of today as the Ten Commandments.  The first four rules tell us how to worship and respect God – that we should only worship him, that we should keep the Sabbath day (that’s Sunday) holy, that we should not worship other things (we shouldn’t make any one thing more important than our faith in God), and to never use God’s name in a disrespectful way.  The last six tell us how God wants us to treat each other.  Let’s talk about 3 of those rules – Honor your father and mother, do not steal, and do not lie.  We can relate to those rules can’t we?  Some of the other rules are about adult things that you’ll understand more when you’re older.  But as kids we can certainly remember the rules about respecting our parents, not stealing and not lying.  I bet you all have those rules in your house, right?  How do we honor or respect our parents (listening to them, saying yes maam and no mama, helping with chores).  What are some other rules you have in your house?

All of these rules – God’s rules and the rules our mothers and fathers make – are to help us.  They may not always be fun to follow but rules help keep us safe, they help us to know right from wrong, and they help us all live together happily.

Let’s pray.  Dear God, thank you for giving us these rules that help guide our lives.  Thank you for caring about us and always being with us.  Help us to remember these important rules so we can live the way you want us to live.  Amen.

Puppet show:

Whiskers

Moses

Voice of God

Whiskers:  Boys and girls our story today takes place at the base of Mt. Sinai.  This is where Moses and his people were camped out.  The Lord appeared to Moses there and told him many important things to tell the other people.  Moses was always a good listener and faithful follower of God.  One day God said he would appear on the mountain in a cloud of smoke to speak to the people and Moses was to get the people ready to listen.  So Moses prepared everyone for the Lord’s arrival.  God had told Moses to have all the people come to the base of the mountain so they would hear God’s voice and always believe Moses.

Voice of God:  Moses, I am here to speak with you and to the people as I said I would be.  Come to the top of the mountain with me.

Moses (doesn’t appear yet, talking as he walks up the mountain):  I am coming Lord, just as you asked.  I have gathered all the people to listen to you.  They are all there, at the base of the mountain.  We are prepared to receive your word.

Whiskers:  When Moses reached the top of the mountain and all the people were listening, this is what God said to them.  Listen and see if you can count how many Commandments he gives.

Voice of God:  I am the Lord your God; do not worship any God except me.  Do not worship idols.  Do not use my name in a disrespectful way.  Remember to observe the Sabbath as a holy day.  Honor your father and mother.  Be faithful to your spouse.  Do not kill.  Do not steal.  Do not lie.  Do not be envious of your neighbor’s things.

Moses:  Yes, God.  We hear you and we will obey.  I will talk to the people about these very important rules.

Whiskers: Well, those were the Ten Commandments that God gave on the mountain.  And at first the people were afraid.  God had come in a cloud of smoke and there was thunder and lightning.  But Moses explained that God did these things so they could see God’s awesome power.  Moses told the people not to be afraid but to obey God’s word.  And the people said they would obey.  They did not want to go against God’s wishes.  And that’s the story of the Ten Commandments.

