DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for January 27, 2008
January Bible verse: “Don’t worry about anything but pray about everything” Philippians 4:6
January’s B.I.G. Theme: We Can Talk to God

Today’s Bible Story – Acts 12 1:10

Good morning!  Talk about the snow last weekend and the bible lesson we missed (about the four elements of prayer – praise, forgiveness, thanksgiving and needs).  Sing some songs.  Our theme is still prayer.  We have been learning about when to pray and how to pray.  We know we can when?  Anytime!  Where?  Anywhere.  And about what?  Anything!  God doesn’t want us to worry about anything but instead to pray about everything.  In our bible story today some of Jesus’ friends were praying about Peter, their other friend who was in jail.  He wasn’t in jail because he was a bad person.  Back in bible times remember how we’ve talked in some of our stories about how some of the leaders weren’t very nice?  Well they put Peter in jail because he was a follower of Jesus just like you and I are.  Some of the leaders didn’t like Jesus and didn’t believe the things he said and they put some people in jail just because they believed in him.  Peter’s friends were very afraid for him.  What do you think they prayed for?  They knew he was locked up there with guards watching them.  Let’s watch our puppet show and find out what they prayed for and what happened.

Wow!  They were just praying for Peter to be safe and what happened?  The angel helped him escape from jail.  They couldn’t believe it.  Our bible story shows us that just because when we pray God doesn’t answer that prayer in the way we thought doesn’t mean he wasn’t listening.  Sometimes Gods answers our prayers in a way we don’t expect.  In Peter’s case, God answered the friends’ prayers in a much better way.  His friends certainly did not expect him to escape from jail.  Do you know how many guards were watching him?  16!!  I’m glad we live in a country where people don’t get put in jail for what they believe.  Our story today also reminds us that it is good to pray for others.  God doesn’t want us to be selfish and only pray for ourselves.  He wants us to remember to pray for the needs others.  When you have a friend with a need – maybe they are sick or sad, maybe their pet just died or someone in their family is sick – you should pray for them.  So remember when you pray that God will hear your prayer but he may not answer in the way you are expecting.  Let’s pray together.  Dear God, we know you’re a loving God who is always listening to our prayers.  Thank you for the beautiful snow and for all our friends, and help us to remember to pray for others.  Amen.

Puppet show:

Two men, Rhoda and Peter

1st man: Oh I am so worried about our friend, Peter.  What do you think will happen to him in jail?

2nd man: I’m afraid to think of what might happen to him.  The king is such a cruel man.  He put Peter in jail just for believing in Jesus.  I’m afraid he may hurt Peter.  We need to pray for him

1st man:.  Yes, let’s pray.  But what should we pray for?  We can’t ask God to get him out of jail, that is impossible.  We know that can’t happen.

2nd man:  Yes, you’re right.  Let’s just pray for his safety. (bows head and slowly disappears to put on puppet for Peter).

1st man: (bowing head):  Dear God, we are so worried about our friend, Peter.  Please watch over him and protect him.  We do not want him to be hurt in jail.  Amen.

(make a knocking sound)

1st man:  Hmm.  I wonder who that is.  Rhoda are you answering the door?

Rhoda:  Everyone, come!  Come quickly!  Peter is at the door!

1st man:  Rhoda, that is impossible.  Peter is in jail.  Come join us, we were just praying for him.

Rhoda:  No, no.  You can stop praying.  He is here.  He is at the door.  Come see!!

Peter: (appears):  Hello, my friends.  Thank you so much for praying for me.  An angel came to me in the middle of the night while I and the guards were sleeping.  She told me to get up and put on my coat on and come with her.  It was amazing.  The chains just fell right off my wrists, I followed the angel, and I was free!!

1st man: Oh, Peter, we are so glad you are OK.  You are more than OK – you are free!!  We were just praying for you to be safe but God did more than that.  He sent an angel to free you from jail!  We did not think it was possible, but God has showed us once again his amazing power.  Thanks be to God!

