DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for September 16, 2007 – 1 Samuel 16:1-13
September Bible verse: And God said, “I will be with you”, Exodus 3:12
September’s B.I.G. Theme: God Chooses Us

Welcome, introduce story of David being chosen as King.  Samuel, the boy from last week’s story is a grown man now and God has given him an important job – to find the next king of Israel.

Do we remember our Bible theme for September?  God Chooses Us.  God chose Samuel to be one of his helpers when he was still a young boy.  In today’s story God tells Samuel to choose David as the next King.  Let’s watch our puppet show and see how Samuel chooses David.

Puppet Show:
Whiskers – Sherrie (narrating)

Samuel – Mr. Bruehl (doesn’t say much)

Voice of God – Mr. Bruehl (speaks throughout)

Jesse – Amanda

Big son – Amanda (does not speak)

David – Mr. Bruehl (does not speak, appears at very end)
Whiskers: (stage right) Hello boys and girls.  Today I’m going to tell you the story about how David was chosen as King.  It starts like this.  God asked Samuel to find the next King.

Samuel: Appears, center stage, listening to God’s voice.

Voice of God: Samuel, it is time to anoint the next King.  I want the King to be someone with a loving heart.  Go to Jesse’s house.  He has many sons. One of them will be king.

Samuel: exits to stage left, as if he is walking to Jesse’s house.

Whiskers: Samuel listened to God and went to the home of Jesse (Jesse appears in middle).  He asked Jesse to bring out his sons so that Samuel could choose one as king.  Which one do you think he will choose?  The biggest one?  The tallest one?  Let’s find out.

Jesse:  (center stage, with heavy foreign accent, comical) Oh, Samuel, I have many sons, many strong sons.  Ya.  I know one of them will make a great king.  Here is one now (Big son appears).  What do you think? Doesn’t he look like a king??

Big son: appears in middle, chest proud, nodding

Samuel: nods in agreement.

Whiskers: Samuel looked at this son and several others and thought any of these would make a good king, but God had different plans.

Voice of God: Samuel, I don’t make decisions the way people do.  People judge by the way you look on the outside, but I look at what’s on the inside; what’s in a person’s heart.  The son with a loving heart will be the next king.

Samuel: Jesse, God wants someone with a loving heart.  Do you have any other sons?

Jesse:  I have one other son, but he is very young.  He is out taking care of our sheep.

Samuel:  Bring David to me.

Jesse: Yes, wait here.  I will go get him.  But.. he is just a small boy.

David: Big son and Jesse disappear as David appears slowly and shyly in center.

Whiskers: When David came to see Samuel, he was dressed as a shepherd.  He did not look like a king.

Voice of God:  Samuel, this shepherd boy is the one.  He has a loving heart.  He is the one I have chosen to be the next King.

Whiskers: Samuel anointed David and declared that he would be the next king.  God was with David as he grew from a shepherd boy to a king, just as he promised he would be.

[will try to have a crown put on David’s head as Whiskers is speaking this last part

[End of puppet show]

Wow!  How do you think David felt about being chosen as king – excited? Scared? Happy?  Do you think he felt inadequate, like he just wasn’t fit to be king?  Sometimes we may feel like we’re not fit to be God’s helpers.  You may feel small, but to God, you’re BIG stuff!  God looks at your heart and knows that you can do lots of things to show God’s love.  We talked about those things last week, didn’t we?  How we can help neighbors, friends and family members.  There are lots of things we can do to help others, and God wants us all to be helpers with a kind heart.  God chooses us to be his helpers.

I want you to stand up and say something with me:

Big or small, short or tall, God chooses me (done w /rhythm and motions, repeat several times).

Let’s pray:  Dear God, please help me to know that I am your helper.   Help me remember that it’s what’s on the inside that’s important.  Help me to have a kind heart and to help others.  Amen.

